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Namibia Media Holdings with its publication has 
announced the second launch of the Namibia 

Town of the Year competition for 2017.  The 38 towns in 
Namibia have been divided into four areas and people 
from across the country will vote for a town to represent 
each area at the national finals which will be held at the 
Namibia Tourism Expo from 17-20 May 2017. 

Our unique and beautiful town Oranjemund has been 
grouped into the southern area along with Rehoboth, 
Keetmanshoop, Mariental, Aranos, Karasburg and 
Lüderitz.  The Southern area competition starts on the 
26 July and ends on the 05 August 2016. The winner 
of the Southern area (regional/group finals) will be 
announced on Monday, 08th August 2016. 

Let’s join hands and vote for 
Oranjemund to become the winner of the 
Southern area, to be able to compete at the finals for 
the precious title: Namibia Town of the Year 2017.

The voting will be by means of SMS or QR code scanning 
and everyone is allowed to vote, even if you don’t live 
in that particular town or area. Votes are, however, 
limited to one vote per cell phone number. SMS number 
is 51500 and is charged at N$1.00 Trigger words or 
keywords will be used in the voting process e.g. SMS 
town Oranjemund” to 51500 (if voting for Oranjemund). 
Terms and Conditions apply.
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With the winter’s icy fingers still very much 
in our midsts, the past month or two saw 

residents still reaching new achievements and 
supporting worth causes. In this edition of our 
newsletter we feature some of these achievements 
and causes including the good performance of 
our children in sport and their contributions to 
conservation and the environment. This period also 
saw greater awareness of the trafficking of illicit 
drugs and the scourge of alcohol abuse, HIV-AIDS, 
and the need to care for those less fortunate than 
ourselves.

Oranjemund children also made their voices heard 
with the celebration of the day of the African Child, 
and there are some gems among their quotes and 

precious insights. Oranjemund has also been 
entered in the 2017 Namibian town of the year 
competition and it goes without saying that you 
should immediately SMS your vote in support of 
our lovely town, if you haven’t done so already.

Friday also brings with it the much anticipated Gala 
Dinner presented in cooperation with the NCCI  
aimed at attracting investments for the sustainable 
growth of Oranjemund. The dinner features the 
Former President of the Republic of Namibia, Dr. 
Hifikepunye Pohamba, comedian Neville Basson 
and the Dan Shout Afro-jazz band. 

As the quirky character in the Brazilian writer Bras 
de Oliva Domingos’ book,  Daytripper, Gabriel Bá 
said “It doesn’t matter where you’re from - or how 
you feel... There’s always peace in a strong cup of 

coffee.”  ....get yourself a warm cup of coffee and 
enjoy this edition of our newsletter. 

Happy reading!
Glennadette Scholtz



The community of Oranjemund 
commemorated the International day 

against drug abuse and Illicit trafficking on 
Friday, 24 June 2016 at the Oranjemund Youth 
Centre. The event was supported through a 
march which was comprised of learners from 
both schools Oranjemund Private School 
and Ambrosius Amutenya School, with some 
Namdeb employees and Nampol from Town 
Square through town to the venue. 

“The Mayor of Oranjemund, His Worship, 
Cllr Henry Coetzee expressed the Councils 
unwavering commitment to make Oranjemund 
town drug free and further emphasized 

that the community of Oranjemund needs 
to stand together in rooting out drugs and 
alcohol abuse to avoid the youth’s future to 
be destroyed.”

“The Internal Communications Manager, 
Francis Milomo read a speech on behalf of the 
General Manager of Namdeb, Riaan Burger 
whereby he highlighted the destructive 
impact substance abuse has on employees, 
who are often the bread winners in the family. 
“In line with our values, Namdeb”adopted 
a zero tolerance towards alcohol and drug 
abuse in the workplace.”
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Oranjemund united against Drug Abuse and illicit Trafficking

T he Regional Councilor of the 
Oranjemund constituency, Hon Lazarus 

Nangolo recently surprised the senior 
citizens of the communities of Oranjemund 
and Rosh Pinah with food hampers, clothes 
and blankets. 

This charity project was funded by the //
Kharas Regional Council with the tune of N$ 
37 000. The 42 beneficiaries expressed their 
sincere appreciation towards the Councilor 
for the generous gesture.

A Helping Hand 

New Municipal technical Fleet 

In an effort to strengthen its fleet, the Oranjemund town 
council has commissioned a new tipper truck and a new 

Refuse compactor.



Youth Empowerment

The new Oranjemund Junior Council was 
officially inaugurated on Monday, the 27th 

June 2016, by the Mayor of Oranjemund, His 
Worship Henry Coetzee. Accordance to the Local 
Authorities Act 23 of 1992 section 32, subsection 
1 (w)  makes provision for the establishment 
of the Junior Council. The Oranjemund Town 
Council initiated the establishment of the Junior 
Council in 2012 to act as an advisory committee 
to  the Council through the Office of the CEO. 
 

The Oranjemund Mayor, emphasised that the 
Junior Council will be required to fulfil its civic 
duties which entail active participation in the 
public life of the community in an informed, 
committed and constructive  manner. He further 
stated that the Junior Councilors have the 
opportunity as youth leaders to strive and enable 
the youth to increase and augment the welfare 
and prosperity of the local community; to create 
a link between the youth of Oranjemund and the 
Oranjemund Town Council. 

“You need to be a mouthpiece for the youth 
of Oranjemund and to act in the interest of 
the youth in order to accord the youth the 
opportunity of contributing to the working of 
the community,” he added.
 
The newly appointed Junior Mayor, Her Worship 
Inge Akawa, said in her acceptance speech that 
through her team under her leadership with 
various personalities and skills, it will only assist 
them to prosper for the best.

Page 3

Oranjemund News Edition 3                          Jun-Jul 2016

Abe de Klerk, highlighted that OPS is a Eco-school, 
they annually contribute towards environmental 

projects by participating in the Eco competitions. De 
Klerk, expressed the importance of participating in Eco 
competitions, since OPS annually contributes towards 
environmental projects with the aim for this year to work 
towards gold with the recycling project.

He further highlighted that in 2013 they were awarded 
with a bronze certificate for the wetlands project; 2014 
awarded with a silver certificate for the Swartkops Water 
reservation (upgrading); 2015 awarded with a green flag 
and a certificate for the brown Hyena project. Therefore, 
for this year we are really looking forward to work on the 
recycling project to stand the chance and be awarded 
with Gold.

The Grade 7 and some of the Grade 11 learners made a 
parking area for the Namdeb wellness department. Mr 
De Klerk, further thanks Town Garage for sponsoring the 
tyres and for the learners’ efforts. 

OPS
 Highlights



As part of the Day of the African Child Celebrations, some of the Junior Town Councilors hit the airwaves at the community radio station.
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CHESS
Best u/ 15 player Mohammed Khan (Rosh Pinah Academy)
Best u/17 player  Sam Nampolo (Oranjemund Private School)
  

NETBALL
Player of the day 
U/19 Orion de Klerk (Angra Pequena Senior Secondary School)
U/15 Alexaan Shindi  (Oranjemund Private School)
 
Team of the day
u/19 Angra Pequena
u/15 Oranjemund Private School

 SOCCER
 Golden boot of the day Mcdonald Jansen             OPS
Team of the day  Rosh Pinah Soccer Academy
 
The venues used were:
Hockey Field                      Soccer
Town Netball                     Netball
OPS Netball
Rugby Field                         Rugby
 
 
RUGBY
Player of the day: Johnny-Boy Mwenyo (Oranjemund Private School)
Team of the day: Oranjemund Private School

Cluster Sports 
Day Results

On 24-25 June 2016, the Southern Star secondary school cluster sports day was held. The sports day  
comprised Oranjemund, Rosh Pinah and Luderitz secondary schools participating in various sport codes 

such as netball, rugby, soccer and hockey.  

In addition to the Sports cluster day, on Friday afternoon at 18:00, OPS hosted fun swimming relays for all the 
different teams, while some of our other learners battled it out on a chess board. 

Reese Saunderson, a learner 
at Oranjemund Private 

School brought home the gold 
during her participation at the 
Namibia Youth Championships 
that took place in last month. 
Although the event did not 
produce any real upsets, 
the high standard of table 
tennis was appreciated by the 
large turnout of players and 
supporters.

Saunderson won all her 
events and collected three 
gold medals. In the girls’ 
event the first seed from OPS, 
Saunderson, battled it out 
with the second seed from 
Windhoek Gymnasium, Kaitlyn 

Beukes.

Saunderson had the edge with 
3-0 over Kaitlyn to claim the gold 
medal for the third consecutive 
year. The organisers said it was 
encouraging to have a large 
amount of entries from other 
schools as well.

“Most of these players are 
still at beginner level but we 
are sure with the neccessary 
guidance and training  they 
will develop to become the 
table-tennis force at junior 
and school level,” read a press 
release issued by the Namibia 
Table Tennis Association 
(NTTA).

OPS gains gold at Table Tennis 



What does it mean to me 
to be an 

African Child?
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Michael: I am a big 
part of Africa and I 

will respect my coun-
try and take care of 

our animals.

Nathan and Shali: Permanent reminder how 
children fought for their rights. This encour-
ages us not to waste the quality education 

opportunity that has been granted to us. One 
Nation – One Education!

John: As an African child I 
have the power to change 

the world.

Wendy: I am the future of 
tomorrow.

Kirsten: I am proud be-
cause children like me 
in the past fought for 
my education today.

Sunnday: I am proud to be 
able to choose to worship 

God.

Grade 11’s: With all that we have been through, today we stand united as one; free, with pride, 
maintaining our heritage in a modern way, living life and holding the power within us to uplift 

other youth in Africa.

Hotago: Namibian children 
are very special because all 
of us always work together.

Tarohole: To follow my roots 
and acknowledge my ancestors 
for fighting for mine and other 
children in Africa’s rights for a 

fair education system.

Immanuel: To speak English, my 
own language at school.

Linnah: I am proud 
because children like me 
fought for the rights we 

are enjoying today.

Milan: To be a good person, 
share and care.

Geolynn: I am proud to be 
able to read and learn in 

my own language.



In the second week of June 2016 the Oranjemund 
community hosted Immanuel Sheefeni, a young, 

brave, Namibian HIV/AIDS Activist, Motivational 
Speaker, and a Person Living With HIV (PLWHA). 

During his stay, he visited numerous places and 
engaged many residents on issues pertinent to 
HIV and AIDS, among others:

 � His past life
 � How his life changed from point of diagnosis
 � His experience of what he had to go through in 
order to reach the point he is today

 � Importance Of Knowing One’s HIV Status
 � Disclosure
 � Stigma and Discrimination
 � Sources of Support
 � Healthy/Positive Living
 � Medical Care ( ARVs, PEP, adherence, CD 4 
Count, Viral Load, , Side Effects, etc.)

HIV/AIDS Activist Visits 
Oranjemund
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Council has initiated a programme of caring for the less fortunate members of society by giving donations periodically. According to the Local Authority CSR 
policy, the Council initiated this project to engage with local businesses to support this programme in addressing incidents of poverty in the community. The 

Mayor of Oranjemund, Cllr Henry Coetzee further urge the local businesses of Oranjemund to assist where they can to alleviate the suffering of those in need.
 
Special thanks to Oranjemund Woolworths branch that are continuously committed to donate food items, clothes and other additional items to the people in 
need. Your support is much appreciated!

Caring for our Community
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During June, Governor of the //Karas  Region, Honourable Lucia Basson, paid a visit 
to Oranjemund for engagements on Oranjemund Vision 2030. 

Oranjemund Vision 2030 was conceived collectively by the Oranjemund stakeholders, 
the community, OTC and Namdeb during 2015.  This Vision aims to diversify the 
Oranjemund economy so that the town is sustainable beyond mining.

To implement this Vision and make it a reality, Town Council, with Namdeb are in 
the Scoping phase for a Special Purpose Vehicle ( SPV), which is a independent legal 
self-funded entity, a section 21 company.  Its purpose is to drive and implement 
strategy aimed at  securing Oranjemund’s long-term future. One such strategy is food 
production, of which the Elonga Marine Mariculture site located within Mining Area 1  
is one of the current prjoect(pictured).

The visit was concluded with a tour  within Namdeb’s Red Area Complex where Hon. 
Basson was exposed to our world class diamond sorting process.

OMD Vision 2030

Above:  Sampling of the ready to consume oysters.

Above:  The Governor with staff, as well as the Elonga Marine Operations  
Manager Craig Clayden and Lead of Town Transformation and Sustainability, 
Tony Bessinger. 

Above & Right: Mineral Process Engineer, Lucianu Andreas 
describing  the state of the art X-Ray technology.

Above:  Governor and her team observing the final step of diamond 
sorting as  explained by sort house controller, Alina Crhistoph.




